Now behold, one came and said to Him, “Good Teacher, what good thing shall I do that I may have eternal life?” So He said to him, “Why do you call Me good? No one is good but One, that is, God. But if you want to enter into life, keep the commandments.” He said to Him, “Which ones?” Jesus said, “‘You shall not murder,’ ‘You shall not commit adultery,’ ‘You shall not steal,’ ‘You shall not bear false witness,’ ‘Honor your father and your mother,’ and, ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’” The young man said to Him, “All these things I have kept from my youth.  What do I still lack?” Jesus said to him, “If you want tobe perfect, go, sell what you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in Heaven; and come, follow Me.” But when the young man heard that saying, he went away sorrowful, for he had great possessions

(Matthew 19:16-22 NKJV). The word “sell” there is the word

 poleo, which doesn’t mean to get rid of all your possessions.
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It means to “go and do business and take what you get from that business and give to the poor.” In other words, give out of what you

receive from your bartering and trading. Jesus knew that the young man had the ability to bless the poor. But the ruler saw wealth as a means of increasing his own influence, not something to part with. Give his profits to the poor? No way! He could not do it. So he went away sad. What he wanted was Jesus’ approval, but what he got was instruction to do something he refused to do. The power of blessing is working inside us. When wedon’t bless, this power lays dormant. We just become recipients of blessing. We can have plenty of stuff like therich young ruler, but we are not happy because we weredesigned by God to be blessers. Our greatest joy is whenwe are sowing the intentions of God. Any unhappiness withour body, marriage, children, or pastor is due to us notblessing them. By blessing, we receive God’s intendedgoodness toward us in full capacity, including long life andhealthy relationships. We become partakers or partners of what and whom we are blessing. That act also gives theHoly Spirit an even stronger leadership through our lives. Itthen becomes a lifestyle of obedience

Father, I really want to bless and be a person of blessing. I want to walk in the power of Your Spirit. I know the price for that and it is not too difficult, nor is it far away. It is right in my mouth

Cause me, Lord, to become a blesser in this city,even as You said that You blessed Abraham so that he could become a blessing to all the families of theearth. Father, I ask that You would “touch my lips,” asIsaiah said, with coals from off the altar, that I may become a mouthpiece and speak as a person called and sent from God to bless

. 

Deliver me from evil and deliver me from cursing for Your name’s sake, so that I might enter into theinheritance that You have already given. 

God defends the cursed under the new covenant. This new covenant truth runs counter towhat many Christians are taught.If we curse someone, God will withstand us even if theone we cursed is not a good person. Cursing puts us inopposition to the reason Jesus came to die.   Christ redeemed us from the curse of the Law,having become a curse for us—-for it is written,“Cursed is everyone who hangs on a tree” 

(Galatians3:13).

Asking God to turn up the heat on someone sothey will repent rarely works. God defends the cursed under the new covenant. This new covenant truth runs counter towhat many Christians are taught.If we curse someone, God will withstand us even if theone we cursed is not a good person. Cursing puts us inopposition to the reason Jesus came to die.

Christ redeemed us from the curse of the Law,having become a curse for us—-for it is written,“Cursed is everyone who hangs on a tree” 

(Galatians3:13)
Accusations are a curse. Most people do not want tocommit sin. The reason why most people do is becausethey are under a curse and their eyes are blind. But it ispossible for someone under constant accusations to cometo a place where they begin to agree with accusations. Agreement with accusations is a yield sign for sin. I havehad people say to me that since they were accused of something all their life they might as well do it. By agreeingand operating under the accusations, they in turn begin toaccuse others, and a curse becomes part of their lives

It is also a curse to speak anything contrary to God’s willor intention over someone. After all, it’s our opinion againstGod’s. So to say that someone will not amount to anythingor to recount their failures are acts that fall into the cursingcategory. Though we may pride ourselves for having anopinion about everything, this habit brings us in agreementwith the accuser
Father, I come and present myself before You asan instrument of blessing. I want to be an oracle, amouthpiece to blessing. Lord, give me thevocabulary so that I turn away from being so quick tocurse and speak evil of people and instead blessthem. Give me the words to bless those that I don’t even know and to honor the dignitaries you have placed in authority over my life

. 

I speak grace over my children. I see the situationnot as insurmountable or destructive, but I see it withthe eyes of grace. I see what can be. Lord, help menot to have a narrow mind and a mind so shut that I cannot hear You. Spirit of the Lord, help me right now. Bring me to a place of maturity, so that the power that works within me is not self-destructive but one where I am proclaiming the blessing of others sothat I might be blessed 

. 
After all, how many good things canyou see in people, especially ones you don’t know? For now, he just had to pretend that Balaam did not bless hisenemies earlier. “Patience, Balak,” he told himself,“patience.”Such a picture of our soul’s enemy! Balak’sdetermination to curse even a portion of the Israelitesrevealed an old trick of the enemy. Ever so subtle, hisdesire is to at least get his toe in the door or his thumb inthe window, and then the weight follows. Familiarizinghimself with our bad and weak spots, he loves to highlightthose flaws. He hopes that if we look long enough at thedark side of life, we will begin to talk about it. Isn’t thatnormal human nature?Think about offenses—because they hurt, they whine for attention. They get us fixated on the wrongs of another. So while we cradle the wound with our sight, we may over look the offender’s relationship to the whole. But the devil does not forget it. Our cursing the mother-in-law, for instance, appears to spare our spouse from harm, but we forget she is still part of the family. Just as we are linked by blood, the laws of God connect the givers and receivers of the cursing and blessing. Never will the devil want us to look through God’s eyes. Even one peek can be enough to breathe in us life and hope. Failing to prevent

he was not going to say anything that contradicted God(see Num. 24:13).
“May the Lord grant you all of His intention for you. I declare over you that God’s full intention for your life from the beginning will come into fruition.” Speaking releases the blessing, and that calls our tongue into action. That also places a great responsibility you and our tongue. We are literally prophesying or “breathing out” the breath of God

(pneumas)

as we bless.
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Thinkabout it. That is something not to be taken lightly.“Breathing out” blessing releases God’s power to work in aperson and situation. The words are there. The tonguewaits. Soaking in eager anticipation of whatever thoughtswe let loose, it wags them to life. How awesome it is whenthe words are those that breathe out the life of God!

Death and life are in the power of the tongue, and those who love it will eat its fruit 

(Proverbs 18:21Remember our definition for “grace”—God’s divineinfluence upon the heart. “May the Lord have His influenceover you. May His intention for this pile of rubble come to itsfull potential.”

For most of us, we spend more time reporting to Godabout the rubble. We have become experts in explainingthe difficulty and gravity of the situation. Next time you facea pile of rubble, instead of reporting to God how big theproblem is, try telling the problem how big God is. Now, thatis grace that will move something!Bombarding the mountain with shouts of “grace” was notthe normal thing to do, but it was the God thing to do
 Jacob and Esau. Why, this deal with his brother hung like a boulder 

around his neck. How he wished it were all over! But Jacob knew that there was no way around this one. And from the way it looked, God was not providing any escapes either. He was not getting any younger, and running and striving were becoming wearisome. What he desperately wanted was favor. That’s it. Not favor from God, for he knew heal ready had it, but favor with man, especially with his own brother (see Gen. 32:5).Jacob was discovering a key to living life on earth—operating in the blessing is not independent of other people. To conduct business in a city, we need the favor of people. After all, when it comes to business and daily living, we deal with people. It is possible to have God’s blessing and not that of others. That happened to be Jacob’s case. The very thing that seemed to block him from fully receiving that favor was the issue with Esau. God intended for Jacob to eventually deal with the rift between him and his brother. God’s interest was in victory over that issue, not in the cover up. Jacob was a man familiar with the blessing and favor of God. What he had yet to receive and experience was the favor of man. And it was time. Writing off difficult human relationships is easy to do. But we are never quite free of them unless we confront whatever the issue was in the first place. God is always after the healing of those relationships. Fellowshipping with those that we have issues with is another matter. That is simply not a requirement. The joy of diffusing the power of shame that may arise from the broken relationship issue is worth the effort. Receiving favor from others is a blessing. Even a marriage can be cursed if one of the spouses withholds blessing from the other (call that pure misery). Just because we say and believe,

“If God is for me, who can be against me” 

(Rom. 8:31), does not mean that we are free of hindrances and opposition from others. This in no way means that we compromise God’s will and Word in order to please people. What I am referring to is receiving the favor of people in order to accomplish God’s will in a situation. We need both the favor of God and that of others. Even Jesus needed it:

“And Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and men” 

(Luke 2:52 NKJV).
No, not physical wrestling. Can you imagine Jacob literally wrestling an angel? Why, with one flick of his finger, that angel could have thrown Jacob into outer space, and he could still be circling the globe! Rather, the wrestling was more of a debate. This word

wrestling 

means “to come into debate over,” or “wrestling with light.” So, there stood Jacob on the banks of the

Jabbok 

(meaning “poured out”),a river that emptied into Jordan and in turn emptied into theDead Sea. He was ready to be “poured out.”

Laban, his father-in-law and boss, a conniving and deceitfulrelative, to say the least. Come to think of it, innocence wassomething Jacob could not claim, either. Could it be thatthe reason the blessing of man’s favor was withheld fromhim was his not taking responsibility for his life? Thethought bothered him

The Jabbok river where Jacob encountered and wrestled God / angel.  Again, where Jacob confronted his fears with Esau.

JABBOK (Heb. יַבֹּק), tributary of the Jordan from the east, the first river south of the Yarmuk. The Hebrew name is derived either from the root meaning "to empty itself " or from a sound imitating the noise of water flowing over pebbles.

Again, cursing is to place something in a lower positionthan God has intended
